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At the heart of the Jean Monnet PROSPER Network is exploring how to enhance
prosperity and economic resilience in the European Union (EU), by identifying
and promoting strategies that can bolster economic stability and growth in the
face of challenges that range from globalisation and climate change to
economic disparities among Member States and their citizens.

The PROSPER Network Event organised by the Erasmus School of Law of the
Erasmus University Rotterdam on 2-3 October 2025 will address the theme of
Inclusive Prosperity in Europe, both from a conceptual perspective, exploring
its scope within and across several social sciences and humanities disciplines,
and from an operational perspective, mapping and assessing the main drivers
of and obstacles to prosperity in various relevant EU policy fields.

The concept of prosperity is frequently used in the EU context, first and
foremost by the European Commission which has stressed that its action ‘..has
been oriented to build an economy that works for people and businesses,
ensuring_ social fairness and prosperity.” However, a clear definition of
prosperity seems to be absent in the EU context. This is even more so the case
when adding the adjective inclusive, which has been described in broad terms
as a form of prosperity in which ‘.. many people from different backgrounds
can benefit from economic growth, new technologies, and the fruits of
globalization.’

From the rich academic |literature across various disciplines it can be
concluded that the concept of inclusive prosperity is anything but
uncontested and a definition cannot simply be informed by economics and
limited to observing economic growth and GDP. An important trend that can be
observed is that of a more holistic approach to this concept that does not only
emphasise distributional issues, but also for example links inclusive prosperity
to the role of societal institutions, and to a broader set of aims, such as
positive social and economic change.

Depending on one’s understanding of this concept, inclusive prosperity may
thus be linked to main societal challenges, such (economic) equality and
environmental sustainability. In turn, these societal challenges can be
associated with various policy fields in which the EU has an active role to play.

To chart inclusive prosperity along the dimensions sketched above, this
PROSPER Network Event will bring together leading academics mainly from law,
economics and political science, as well as policy makers and practitioners, for
a two-day international conference on 2 and 3 October 2025 at the Erasmus
University Rotterdam in the Netherlands.
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Thursday, 2 October 2025

13.15 - 13.30 // Opening and Welcome Remarks
Professor Fabian Amtenbrink (Vice-Dean Erasmus School of Law &
Erasmus University Rotterdam Academic Lead Jean Monnet PROSPER
Network)
Professor Federico Fabbrini (Dublin City University / DCU Brexit Institute
/ Dublin European Law Institute & Pl of PROSPER)
High-level Policy Dialogue

13.30 - 15.15 // ‘The role of inclusive prosperity in the EU in the face of a
volatile geopolitical landscape’

Professor Martin de Jong (Professor of Dynamics of Inclusive Prosperity,
Rotterdam School of Management and Erasmus School of Law)

Dr. Nicole Rosenboom (Partner, Oxera)

15:15 -15:45 // Coffee Break

15:45 - 17:30 // Panel 1: ‘Interdisciplinary perspectives on (Inclusive)
Prosperity’

Chair: Professor Stefania Baroncelli (Free University of Bozen-Bolzano)

The Legal Perspective
Professor Marija Bartl (University of Amsterdam)

The Political Science Perspective
Professor Laszlo Bruszt (Central European University)

The Economic Perspective
Dr. Jens van’t Klooster (University of Amsterdam)

Discussant: Professor Fabian Amtenbrink (Erasmus University Rotterdam)



Friday, 3 October 2025

9:00 - 10:45 // Panel 2: ‘Drivers of and Obstacles to Inclusive Prosperity
in EU Policies (1)

Chair: Professor Markus Haverland (Erasmus University Rotterdam &
PROSPER)

Defense Policy
Professor Federico Fabbrini (Dublin City University / DCU Brexit Institute
/ Dublin European Law Institute)

Social Policy
Professor Lina Papadopoulou (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki)

Industrial Policy
Professor Pim Jansen (Erasmus University Rotterdam)

Discussant: Dr. Christy Petit (Dublin City University)

10:45 -11:15 // Coffee Break

11:15 - 13:00 // Panel 3: ‘Drivers of and Obstacles to Inclusive Prosperity
in EU Policies (2)

Chair: Professor Ivo Arnold (Erasmus University Rotterdam & PROSPER)

EU Internal Market
Professor Stéphane de La Rosa (Université Paris-Est Creéteil)

External Trade
Professor Panos Delimatsis (University of Tilburg)

EMU / Financial Markets
Professor Paul Dermine (Université Libre de Bruxelles)

Discussant: Dr. Menelaos Markakis (Erasmus University Rotterdam &
PROSPER)

13:00 - 13:15 // Closing Reflections
Professor Fabian Amtenbrink (Erasmus University Rotterdam)



