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The PROSPER network unites 12 academic institutions from across
the EU to advance interdisciplinary research and policy dialogue to
promote prosperity and economic resilience within the EU. The aim
of the first PROSPER Network Event is to start a conversation
between experts in the academic world, the policy community and
civil society, focused in particular on adapting the structures of EU
economic governance to meet these challenges while safeguarding
fundamental European values.

The European Commission’s 2020 Strategic Foresight Report
defines resilience as “the ability not only to withstand and cope
with challenges but also to transform in a sustainable, fair, and
democratic manner.” The Union’s resilience has been put to an
intense stress test in recent months. The Hungarian Presidency of
the Council (2024) gave a rather strong sense on where the fault
lines lie within the member states, while the ongoing Polish
Presidency of the Council (2025) has to contend with perilous turns
in US-EU relations and the Russia-Ukraine War. When economic
resilience is interlinked with the Union’s political and constitutional
resilience the question of adaptability is presented in terms of the
EU’s ability to address challenges without compromising the
Union’s founding values (Article 2 TEU) while preserving political
support for its responses among the member states and in key
constituencies, including the general public.

The first PROSPER Network Event is devoted to the current
challenges of EU economic governance at a time when the Union is
on the doorstep of a new (potentially historic) wave of enlargement
while also addressing the EU’s most serious security challenge to
date. The first, academic panel will present contributions from
recent scholarship on key challenges and recent developments. The
second panel brings together a discussion from leading European
think tanks with insight from the policy community and research
results on civic engagement.
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https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/strategic-foresight/2020-strategic-foresight-report_en

13.00 - 13.30 // Welcome and Introduction
Laszlo Bruszt (Director, CEU Democracy Institute)

The Mission and Ambitions of PROSPER
Federico Fabbrini (Dublin City University, Pl of PROSPER)
Adam Bodnar, Minister of Justice of Poland
Svitlana Tereshchenko, Deputy Minister of Justice of Ukraine

13.30 - 15.30 // Between Rule of Law Conditionality and Economic
Governance of a Changing Union

Chair: Niels Kirst (Dublin City University)

Fundamental European Values - Current Prospects and Challenges
Lina Papadopoulou (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki)

Economic Populism in East Central Europe: The State of Play
Paulina Lenik (Jagiellonian University, Krakow)

The European Commission and Dissensus over Liberal Democracy
Thomas Christiansen & Dora Hegedus (LUISS Guido Carli, Rome)

How to Build a Ukrainian Development Bank
Inna Melnykovska (CEU Vienna - CEU Democracy Institute)

Commentator: Piero Tortola (University of Groningen)

15.30 - 16.00 Coffee

16.00 - 18.00 // Trends, Threats, Risks Impacting EU Economic
Governance
Moderator: Renata Uitz (CEU Democracy Institute - Royal Holloway,

University of London)

Wojciech Przybylski (Res Publica / Visegrad Insight, Warsaw)
Perspectives from Strategic Foresight Midway through the Polish
Presidency of the Council of the European Union

Bulcsu Hunyadi (Political Capital, Budapest)

The European Disinformation Landscape after the 2024 European
Parliament Elections and the 2024 Hungarian Presidency of the Council of
the European Union

Hennadiy Maksak (Ukrainian Prism, Brussels and Kyiv)
The future of Ukraine and European Security after the Zeitenwende
and during the Second Trump Presidency

Maja Bobic (European Movement International)
Civic Support for European Democracy, Freedom and Security - and
whether the time has come for a new Social Contract in (and for) Europe

Commentator: Visnja Vukov (University of Vienna - CEU Democracy
Institute)



